Children's knowledge of the health risks of smoking.
One thousand, two hundred and fifty-four intermediate and secondary school students ranging in age from 10 to 16 were questioned, as part of a larger study on their knowledge of the health risks of smoking. Though they were well aware of some of the specific ill effects of smoking including its relationship to lung cancer and the danger to the fetus during pregnancy, very few (12% of girls and 14% of boys) knew that smoking causes more deaths in New Zealand than road accidents. Existing health education programmes have clearly failed to teach young people about the potentially fatal effects of smoking.